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The book of Deuteronomy marks a strategic point in the history of God’s 

people. They have been in the desert for 40 years as a result of their rebellion 

against the God of grace, and the whole book of Deuteronomy is situated in 

the last month of those 40 years. The time has come for Moses to pass the 

baton of leadership to Joshua and prepare the next generation to move into 

the Promised Land, which God promised to their forefathers. Deuteronomy is 

Moses’ final words of exhortation to Israel. It is a collection of Moses’ final 

sermons to God’s people where he not only restates God’s law but exhorts 

the next generation not to fall into the same trap of unfaithfulness as their 

fathers had done.  

I love the book of Deuteronomy because it resonates with the central 

passions of my life. I want my ministry to be:  

• God-centered (Christ-centered: God’s greatest passion is His own 

Son) 

• About the heart (no external success could make me content if I am 

lacking a work of transformation in my heart) 

• Accomplishing God’s mission  (of Gospel-centered living) 

Perhaps this explains why Deuteronomy is one of the most highlighted Old 

Testament books in my Bible: 

1. Deuteronomy is about  God (The Creator and Redeemer of man 

who will fulfill all His purposes in Christ) 

a. We will see God as 

i. singular—the only God (4:39; 6:4) 

ii. jealous—He alone is to be worshiped (4:24) 

iii. faithful (7:9) 

iv. loving (7:13) 

v. merciful (4:31) 

vi. holy—will bring judgment on sin (6:15) 

 

 

 

 

2. Deuteronomy is about the heart—transformation. 

a. Twenty-one times the Bible calls us to live before God with all 

of our heart. The phrase “with all your heart” is used always and 

only of our relationship with God. Nine of those occurrences are 

in the book of Deuteronomy.  

b. So what does the book of Deut. call us to do with all our heart? 

a. seek (4:29) 

b. love (6:5) 

c. fear (10:12-13) 

d. walk in His ways 

e. serve 

f. follow (13:3-4) 

g. keep His commandments 

h. listen 

i. cling to 

j. do His commandments (26:16) 

k. obey 

l. return (30:2) 

m. turn (30:10) 
 

So don’t get bogged down thinking that Deuteronomy is only 

about the law. It is about the heart. We will see the need for our 

hearts to be transformed in order to accurately reflect in our lives 

the God of Deuteronomy.  
 

3. Deuteronomy is about God’s redemptive mission. 
 

Here now I’m drawing on the larger context of Deuteronomy 

beginning with Genesis.  

The very people that Moses is addressing in Deuteronomy are the 

very people, the very nation, the very descendants that God promised 

to Abram in Genesis 12. And the very purpose for their existence is 

that they would be a blessing to the nations. Deuteronomy 

emphasizes who the people should be in relationship to God so that 

the nations of the world would behold the nature of the God they 

worshiped. This is why the law is so prominent in Deuteronomy. 

God is reiterating how the people of God are to live, how they are to 

conduct themselves to accurately reflect what is true about God.  



It is not enough to just go to the world as God’s representatives. Our lives 

must be transformed to reflect the very God that we proclaim.  

I have to confess that even this week I have begun to see more clearly the 

relevance for our Deuteronomy study in this season of church life. We are 

about to go out, to act on our intent to be a go-to church. Yet our going must 

not be without our being transformed. This is the most weighty matter before 

us: Are we undergoing the ongoing transformation of heart and life that 

testifies to the grace and truth of God that we profess?  

We need to be increasingly transformed. A transformation that results in us 

living before God with all of our heart. We need to pray, “O God, have 

mercy on us… and on those trapped in darkness!”  

At the end of Deuteronomy (chapter 31), God tells Moses that Israel will 

again fall away. We know from Joshua 24:31 that Israel would serve the 

Lord all the days of Joshua, but after Joshua’s death, they began to fall away. 

Yet there is hope, and we catch a glimpse of that hope in Deuteronomy 30:6. 

God would make a new covenant with His people.  

Deut. 30:6—“Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your 

heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. 

 

Jeremiah describes this new covenant as God writing His law on our hearts.  

Jer. 31:31-34 � write law on heart 

Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 

32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I 

took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My 

covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," 

declares the LORD. 

33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law 

within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people. 

34 "And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each 

man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know 

Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the 

LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 

no more." 

Ezekiel describes the new covenant as a new heart, inhabited by the Holy 

Spirit.  

 Ezekiel 36:22-28 � New Heart; Holy Spirit 

"Therefore, say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God, "It is 

not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for 

My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where 

you went. 

23 "And I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has 

been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their 

midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the 

Lord God, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 

24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the 

lands, and bring you into your own land. 

25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I 

will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 

26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 

within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh. 

27 "And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My 

statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 

28 "And you will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so 

you will be My people, and I will be your God. 
 

 --A new heart inhabited by the Holy Spirit through a new covenant in which 

God will display His holiness to the nations through His people! 

This new covenant is precisely what Jesus came to establish! 

Luke 22:20 � New covenant through Jesus’ death  

And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, 

"This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My 

blood. 
 

Through the blood of Christ we are given a new heart inhabited by the Holy 

Spirit.  A heart increasingly transformed to display the God who calls sinners 

to Himself.  
 

This is the new covenant that we are commissioned to proclaim: forgiveness 

and life in Jesus’ name! Luke 24:46 —“Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance 

for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations” 



As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I want you to see the 

inseparable correlation between transformation and proclamation.  

     Define: 

 Transformation is Christ’s work of renewal in me. 

 Proclamation is God’s Word of reconciliation through me.  

 

     Relationship:  

 Transformation is the root. (Embracing the gospel) 

 Proclamation is the fruit. (Expressing the gospel) 

 

Let me press these truths to our hearts from 2 Cor. 5:14-21;
  

14 “
For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one 

died for all, therefore all died; 
15 

and He died for all, so that they who 

live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and 

rose again on their behalf. 
16 

Therefore from now on we recognize no 

one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ 

according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 
17 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; he old things 

passed away; behold, new things have come. 
18 

Now all these things 

are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19 

namely, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
20 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 

making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 
21 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
  

There’s a radical reorientation of Life (5:15) that results from the inner 

transformation of Christ (5:17) and produces a ministry of proclaiming the 

gospel of Christ (5:18-21). 

   

 Radical Reorientation (5:15) 

  Living in the direction of Christ instead of living for self.  

  God’s purposes permeate all areas of my life.  

� I parent with the purpose of seeing God transform 

the hearts of my children 

� I make financial decisions not only on the basis of 

my comfort, but also on the progress of the gospel 

� My career is not just a means of my livelihood or 

personal success but a platform to show and share 

the grace of God. 

� etc. 

This radical reorientation of life will not happen apart from 

an inner transformation by Christ (5:17).  

 Inner Transformation (5:17) > Greek—continuing condition of fact 

 Ministry of Proclamation (5:18-21)  

A Gospel-driven life should be the natural outcome of a 

transformed heart.  

Gospel (5:21) 

Communion: 

 Bread: 2 Cor. 5:21 

 Cup: Luke 22:20 

 

What does Deuteronomy have to do with Christ?  

• He is the righteousness of God by which we are to govern our lives.  

• He is the substance of the New Covenant by which our hearts are 

made new through the shedding of His blood.  

• He is the message that we are to take into all the world. 


